Someone You Should Know...

Athlete Profile Peter Johnson

Peter Johnson is just like most Special Olympicsddahusetts
athletes. He competes in various different spaitgays strives
for as many gold medals as possible and is a dlde New
England sports fan. But what makes him just diffiérent, is the
fact that he is also the star of a recently relg@d&sdiday movie.

The Child King a story about two brothers who go on an
adventure to find Santa Claus. The profits ofrtievie benefit the
Child King foundation, which awards grants to orgations,
charities, and people that assist those with edallal disabilities.

Johnson plays Jeremy, a teenager with Down Syndvameemust
'E’Aetef Johnson, ISO'\ﬂA ath'Et? ?}”d G'Of_l take his younger brother Jarret on a journey td\tbeth Pole to
essenger, is aiso the star of the new fiim. | finq Santa Claus because Jarret does not belieSarita Claus.
Child King. . . . P
For Johnson, who is from Scituate, this was hg& fimovie, but not

his first time in the spotlight. In addition tonviing various medals, Johnson writes a columnifohigh
school newspaper and has been involved in schaataproductions.

Johnson is part of an educational and vocatioaalitrg program at Scituate High School. He haslzepart
of the program since he was 14 and will remairhegrogram until he is 22. Through the programmdoh
has had his separate training but also been intzhnato the school, taking an English class, pgdting in the
school’s drama production and playing on the teteam.

“That [the program] has been wonderful,” Jane JohnPeter's mother said. “He bas been integratiedthe
school in many different ways outside of just ttiay to day classroom experience and that vocattoamiaing
that he gets outside of school.”

For Johnson, this experience of being able to tegyrated into the high school in addition to higssate
vocational training program has been extremely irtgmt because of his personality and abilities.

“Pete very much identifies with all kids his agadaso he wants to be a part of what all kids hesag doing,”
his mother said. “So for social reasons | thir&kgiood. And also academically he reads well angslturios
about the world. | think allowing him to go intorae of these other classes and have these opp@suni
outside his class satisfies his curiosity, broades$iorizons, and helps him develop new skills.”

With Special Olympics, Johnson has been involvedanmous different sports for nearly eight yeavgith
Special Olympics Massachusetts Johnson has paticipn swimming, softball, track and field, andris. He
is also currently serving as a global messenge$pacial Olympics Massachusetts. The job of aajlob
messenger is perfect for Johnson, who accordimgstanother, is an incredibly social and outgoingryg man.

“He has the most wonderful, outgoing, friendly, mafunny personality,” Jane Johnson said. “Heeig/v
much a people person, he is extremely outgoingvanglfriendly. He wants to meet everybody and &e talk
to anybody about anything.

--contributed by Lauren Ebstein



